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the most beautiful gardens. She meant to live there
as sovereign lady of the country. Aubigny had at
once set about the work to the surprise of everybody:
for no one could imagine for whom such a grand build-
ing could be designed. He kept the secret, pretended
he was building a house for himself and pushed on the
work so rapidly that just as peace was concluded with-
out the stipulation respecting Madame des Ursins be-
ing inserted in the treaty, nearly all was finished. Her
sovereignty scheme thoroughly failed; and to finish
at once with that mad idea, I may as well state that,
ashamed of her failure, she gave this palace to Aubigny,
who lived there all the rest of his life: Chanteloup,
for so it was called, has since passed into the hands of
Madame d'Armantieres, his daughter. It is one of the
most beautiful and most singular places in all France,
and the most superbly furnished.

This sovereignty, coveted by Madame des Ursins,
exceedingly offended Madame de Maintenon and
wounded her pride. She felt, with jealousy, that the
grand airs Madame des Ursins gave herself were solely
the effect of the protection she had accorded her. She
could not bear to be outstripped in importance by the
woman she herself had elevated. The King, too, was
much vexed with Madame des Ursins; vexed also to
see peace delayed; and to be obliged to speak with
authority and menace to the King of Spain, in order
to compel him to give up the idea of this precious sov-
ereignty. The King of Spain did not yield until he
was threatened with abandonment by France. It may
be imagined what was the rage of Madame des Ursins
upon missing her mark after having, before the eyes